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Label used to mark gunpowder kegs. The

A.O. Fay shown as President on the label

was the son of A.G.Fay, previous owner,
who died in an explosion in 1873.
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FIVE DEAD IN POWDER MILL RUINS

Three Buildings of the American Powder
Company's Plant Near Concord,
Mass., Blown to Pieces.

ACTON, Mass.,, May 3.—Three of the
buildings belonging to the plant of the
American Powder Company, near the boun-
dary Iline of Acton and Concord, were blown
up shortly after 9 o’clock this forenoon.
Five of the employes were Kkilled. The
names of the dead:

ESTY, ALBERT, fifty years old; leaves a
wife and six children. 3

ESTY, CHARLES, forty years old.

MORTON, NELSON, fifty-five years old;
leaves a wife and four children.

O'NEIL, JR., CHARLES; single; lived in
Maynard.

WINSLOW, FRED, thirty-five years old;
leaves a wife and one son.

The property destroyed consisted of two
kerneling mills and one press mill. Why the
first mill exploded is not known. The second
mill went up imquiately from the jar of
the first explosion. This set fire to the
grass, which ignited the third mill ten
minutes later.

The fire in the grass and refuse contin-
ued to spread 2nd a femrth mill was for a
time .in imminent danger. The employes,
with the assistance ¢f farmers, fought the
fire with great vigor, and before noon had
it under control.

The bodles of Morton and Winslow were
found about five hundred feet from the
mill. The others were probably blown into
atoms.

The property oloss by the explosion is
about $15,000. “*The buildings were small
and cheap affairs. The company’s grounds
include several hundred acres. The mills
were some distance apart and the houses of
the employes scattered about. The strict-
est precautions have always been enforced
in the manufacture of the explosives.

The detonations of the explosions were
heard throughout the surrounding country
for many miles.

Ehe New Hork Times
Published: May 4, 1895
Copyright © The New York Times

The Conservation

Powder Mill Woods is comprised of
rough, glacially-formed topography
marked by numerous kettle holes and
kame terraces, with one very large
kettle hole beside Forest Ridge Road in
the Black Birch neighborhood. The area
has a 100-year history of gunpowder
manufacture, the depressions in the
landscape ideal for protecting individual
buildings. Trails follow 19™-century
cart paths and narrow gauge railroad
beds once used to move materials
among separate buildings of the
production process. For more than 50
years after gunpowder production
ceased, the area remained largely
undisturbed. Portions of the land have
been developed, and the former NMI/
Starmet Superfund site is being cleaned
up to residential standards and is under
review for development opportunities.
The conservation land provides a nice
link to walking trails as well as a

glimpse into another chapter of
Concord’s history.
Location and Access

Power Mill Woods is located near the
Assabet River in southwest Concord
just off Main Street (Route 62). Access
with parking for three wvehicles is
located at the entrance to the Black
Birch community at a rotary on Forest
Ridge Road.

Dog Owners: Keep dogs leashed or
under your control at all times and away
from private yards and buildings. It is
the duty of each person who owns,
possesses, or controls a dog to remove
and dispose of any waste left by his or
her dog.
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